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As many as 173 people are having fever at Chiljhapati settlement of the rural municipality.
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The Centre, which had started pro-

viding care to the infected patients 
only from Sunday had admitted 137 
patients in the beginning but has now 
reduced the number to 105 due to a 
shortage of  oxygen. 

The Centre needs over 350 cylinders 
a day but the Health Ministry set it a 
quota of  20 cylinders only. The hospi-
tal has its own liquid oxygen plant but 
in lack of  supply from India it  has 
been dependent on cylinders. 

The lack of  sufficient oxygen is a 
situation recounted again and again 
across the country. 

And like the National Trauma 
Centre, hospitals have already started 
reducing the services due to lack of  
oxygen supply despite having beds and 
human resources to provide services.

“Despite having human resources 
and beds, we are not in a position to 
provide care to infected patients due 
to lack of  oxygen,” Dr Biraj 
Karmacharya, an epidemiologist, who 
is also the chief  of  the Department of  
Community Programme at Dhulikhel 
Hospital, told the Post. 

The potential of  a nightmare sce-
nario, keeps doctors and nurses awake 
at night. 

“We have not been able to sleep 
properly for the last three days due to 
the problems in oxygen management,” 
said Karmacharya.

 The National Trauma Centre’s 
Paudel said that staff  at his hospital 

have not slept for two days. 
Oxygen manufacturers have already 

said that demand far outstrips supply 
although they have been running 
their plants 24 hours a day. 

The government has decided to fix 
quotas for hospitals so as to better 
manage the supply of  oxygen but this 
has only led to hospitals turning away 
patients. 

Given the oxygen crisis, the Health 
Ministry on Thursday issued a state-
ment directing all hospitals with 100 
beds capacity to install their own oxy-
gen plants within 15 days. 

That is impossible, private hospitals 
say. Prohibition orders are in place 
and equipment to install oxygen 
plants are not available in the country, 
according to them.

“If  the government is serious about 
saving lives, it should have brought 
oxygen plants and asked the hospitals 
to install them,” Rajendra Bahadur 
Singh, executive director of  Norvic 
Hospital, told the Post. “They could 
have asked hospitals to pay on an 
installment basis.”

The hospital, which can provide 
care to around 150 infected patients, 
has been providing treatment to only 
133 and is planning to reduce the num-
bers further due to lack of  oxygen 
supply.

Meanwhile, the Health Ministry is 
exploring the possibility of   
purchasing oxygen plants from wher-
ever possible.

“We have decided to explore the 
possibility of  purchasing oxygen 
plants from France and Turkey,” Dr 
Roshan Pokhrel, chief  specialist at the 
Health Ministry told the Post. “But no 
decision has been reached yet.”

The number of  active cases through-
out the country surpassed 100,000 on 
Wednesday. According to the Health 
Ministry active cases stood at 105,207 
on Thursday. The majority of  them 
are in home isolation and if  their con-
ditions worsen the pressure on hospi-
tals will continue to grow. 

“All infected people placed in home 
isolations are not seeking care at hos-
pitals not because they do not need it 
but because hospitals are not in the 
position to provide care,” said Deuba, 
a public health epidemiologist.

Generally, doctors say of  the total 
infected patients, 20 percent need hos-
pital care, and of  them 15 percent need 
oxygen support and around five per-
cent need intensive care and ventila-
tor support. 

But with the Indian variant B.1.167.2 
of  the coronavirus already spreading 
in Nepal these figures could be higher 
as it has been found to be more trans-
missible and deadlier, according to the 
World Health Organization. 

Dr Bhagwan Koirala, chairman of  
Nepal Medical Council, said that the 
only way to save lives at present is to 
increase the production of  oxygen, 
use available oxygen and other 
resources rationally and make the dis-

tribution system effective.
“Even if  it has already been 

late, we should work to set up 
oxygen plants, buy more oxy-
gen concentrators, make 
arrangements for liquid oxy-
gen, bring dysfunctional oxy-
gen plants  into operation at 
the earliest,” Koirala told the 
Post. “Authorities should 
work on all fronts to save 
lives.”

However, with most of  the 
hospitals running in their full 
capacity, chances of  new 
patients getting care immedi-
ately are slim. 

Moreover, infected people 
in home isolation in remote 
villages who do not have 
access to tests and treatment 
are at high risk and they 
could die due to lack of  care 
even if  the recorded infection 
rate slows down in coming 
days with restrictions in 
place, doctors say.

“Authorities should monitor 
the infected people placed in 
home isolation,” said 
Karmacharya, the epidemiolo-
gist. “Local levels should also 
shoulder the responsibility.”

Daily infection count hovers around 9,000 ...
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In that case, with around 15 votes 

from the Upendra Yadav faction of  the 
Janata Samajbadi and one vote from 
any of  the three parties, which have 
one seat each in Parliament, the 
Congress-Maoist Centre alliance had a 
chance of  forming a new government.

Oli, however, made his moves from 
early morning on Thursday. He decid-
ed to withdraw the action initiated 
against Nepal and other leaders from 
his group—Surendra Pandey, Bhim 
Rawal and Ghanashyam Bhusal. Oli 
had suspended them all for six months 
from the party’s ordinary member-
ship. He activated some second-rung 
leaders to set up a meeting with Nepal.

After an hours-long meeting in 
Chapali, on the northern rim of  
Kathmandu, with Oli, Nepal declared 
that his faction’s leaders would not 
resign as lawmakers “at least for a few 
days”.

“The issue of  resignation has been 
postponed for a few days as talks are 
headed in the positive direction,” 
Nepal told reporters after the meeting.

Meanwhile, Thakur and Mahato 
had their lawmakers lodged in a resort 
in Bhaktapur so as to pre-empt anyone 
from breaking away.

The Congress and the Maoist Centre 
that had been holding a series of  inter- 
and intra-party meetings realised that 
they were not going to muster the 
number.

By Thursday evening, there were as 
many as 19 lawmakers from the 
Thakur-Mahato faction in support of  
Oli. With Nepal faction lawmakers 
stepping back, Oli now has 140 votes in 
his kitty, four more than needed when 
he has to secure a vote of  confidence.

Oli now needs to secure a vote of  
confidence from the House within 30 
days—by June 14.

“If  he fails, the country would head 
towards elections, as by that time all 
available provisions would have been 
exhausted,” said Raju Chapagain, an 
advocate and chair of  Constitutional 
Lawyers’ Forum. 

Analysts say for the Congress party, 
there is not much to lose. The party 
was never keen to take the lead to 
form a new government even after the 
Supreme Court invalidated the Nepal 
Communist Party (NCP) and revived 
the UML and the Maoist Centre on 
March 7, two weeks after the court 
overturned Oli’s decision to dissolve 
the House.

The onus was on the Maoist Centre 
to withdraw the support it had lent Oli 
back in February 2018, three months 
before the UML and the Maoist Centre 
announced their merger to form the 
Nepal Communist Party (NCP). 

While the Maoist Centre goaded the 
Congress into making a move, Deuba, 
the party president, refrained from 
taking initiative, saying a divided 

Janata Samajbadi Party won’t be of  
help. According to Congress insiders, 
within the party, a line of  thought was 
dominant that if  elections were held, 
it would be a godsend for them, as 
their rivals–the communists–were 
divided.

Analysts say after Oli lost a vote of  
confidence, it was but natural for the 
Congress to take initiatives to form a 
new government, but there was not 
much enthusiasm, as leaders knew 
they lacked the numbers. There was 
not much incentive to lead a govern-
ment when the country was facing a 
serious Covid-19 crisis and failure to 
deal with it would have harmed them 
in elections, according to them.

“Dahal and his Maoist party are the 
biggest losers,” said Shreekrishna 
Aniruddh Gautam, a political analyst 
who writes regular columns for the 
Post’s sister paper Kantipur. “The 
other loser is Madhav Nepal. At least 
he has lost his political credibility.

The Nepal faction was “supposed” 
to tender resignation of  its lawmakers 
en masse earlier this week, just a day 
before Oli’s trust vote. But the plan 
was postponed until Monday morning 
after Oli activated his confidants to 
“convince” the Nepal faction. The 
Nepal faction said it had given Oli 
until Monday morning to “correct his 
mistakes”. Oli did not bother. The 
Nepal faction decided to abstain from 
voting rather than resigning.

On Thursday also, the Nepal faction 
set a deadline of  4pm for Oli to “cor-
rect” his mistakes before they resigned 
to facilitate the opposition to form a 
new government. 

Almost two hours past the deadline, 
the Nepali faction chickened out.

“Nepal won’t be trusted at the polit-
ical level anymore,” said Gautam. 

Right after the Congress meeting on 
Thursday evening decided that it was 
not going to stake claim to a new gov-
ernment, the Maoist Centre too called 
an emergency meeting of  its Standing 
Committee. The meeting concluded 
that there was no possibility of  prov-
ing a majority. 

“We were actually expecting the 
Madhav Nepal group’s support but 
that did not happen,” Ganesh Sah, a 
Standing Committee member of  the 
Maoist Centre, told the Post. “Now Oli 
will become more powerful and he will 
run the government as a dictator.”

During the Standing Committee 
meeting, according to leaders who 
were present, Dahal said that democ-
racy as well as the left and communist 
movements would be in danger now 
under Oli. “There is a need for the 
opposition forces to contain him as 
circumstances do not allow mass pro-
tests,” a leader quoted Dahal as telling 
the meeting.

Ever since Oli dissolved the House 
on December 20, his one constant 

refrain has been—the country needs 
to seek a fresh mandate of  the people. 
Even after the court restored the 
House, Oli kept on trying to justify 
that the House had become irrelevant. 
The restored House could hardly sit 
even once to deliberate on the press-
ing issues, as the Oli government 
would not provide any business.

While Oli eyed early elections, so 
did the Nepali Congress. For the 
Congress party, the 2017 election was a 
disaster, for it had not faced such a 
drubbing in its history. It was itching 
to go to polls. Leaders of  the Janata 
Samajbadi did not have much choice, 
but they were convinced that they did 
not have anything to lose in case of  
early polls. The Maoist Centre,  
however, was clearly not in favour of  
elections. 

The party was once even consider-
ing changing its name, and there 
seems to be a deep realisation, accord-
ing to insiders, among the top leader-
ship that there is no specific agenda to 
sell during the elections.

By being reappointed three days 
after losing the House confidence, Oli 
has now pulled off  a coup, consolidat-
ing his position to assert even loudly 
that if  there is any leader who calls 
the shots then it’s him. 

Hari Roka, a political economist, 
however, said it’s not about who lost or 
who won but the important question 
rather is how Nepal has seen an ero-
sion of  political morality in politi-
cians.  “The way Oli and Nepal settled 
their dispute, which had reached a 
tipping point, in a dramatic way is 
telling,” Roka told the Post. “It clearly 
shows the UML lacks an ideological 
base. Today’s development has given 
Oli carte blanche to do what he wants.”

Many say the way Nepali politi-
cians indulged in dirty politics in the 
midst of  a pandemic, which has been 
infecting thousands and killing hun-
dreds of  people every day, is just 
beyond anyone’s comprehension and 
sickening.

Nepal on Thursday reported 8,842 
new coronavirus infections. The 
Health Ministry reported 214 new 
deaths. The country’s number of  
active cases stands at 105,207. Health 
experts have warned that the situa-
tion can go even worse.

Roka said if  the opposition parties 
fail to keep Oli in check, the country is 
in for multiple serious crises.

“It’s incumbent upon the opposition 
parties to step up to the plate and 
ensure the checks and balances. Until 
Oli is comfortable, he will try to gov-
ern with an iron fist and close his eyes 
to corruption by his cliques,” Roka 
told the Post. “Whenever he feels his 
position is untenable, he will play the 
election card. But elections are simply 
impossible in the near future given 
the pandemic.”

A TALE OF TWO NEPALS11 Covid-19 suspects died in a 
rural municipality in 10 days
Jagarnathpur Rural Municipality in Parsa has urged authorities to dispatch a team of 
medical specialists after scores of villagers were down with coronavirus-like symptoms.  

BHUSAN YADAV
BIRGUNJ, MAY 13

The health authority, in coordination 
with the district administration office 
in Parsa, has started Covid-19 testing 
after 11 people died and scores of   
villagers were taken ill in 
Jagarnathpur Rural Municipality in 
the past 10 days.

A joint team of  health workers dis-
patched from Birgunj and officials 
from the local unit visited the affected 
settlements and checked on the 
patients’ health situation on Tuesday 
and Wednesday.

According to Pravendra Prasad 
Sah, the health unit chief  of  
Jagarnathpur Rural Municipality, 
health workers collected the swabs of  
25 corona suspects and conducted 
antigen tests of  11 other patients in 
Jagarnathpur-5. 

“Seven out of  11 fever patients who 
underwent antigen tests tested posi-
tive for Covid-19. The swabs have been 
sent to Narayani Hospital in Birgunj 
for Polymerase Chain Reaction test,” 
said Sah. 

The results of  the PCR tests are yet 
to arrive.

The health unit of  Jagarnathpur 
Rural Municipality wrote to the 
District Administration Office, 
District Health Office and Narayani 
Hospital on Monday, urging them to 
dispatch a health team of  medical 
specialists after scores of  villagers 
were down with coronavirus-like 
symptoms.  

“As many as 173 people have been 
suffering from fever at Chiljhapati 
settlement,” Sah said. 

Most of  the villagers were reluctant 
to get tested for fear of  being taken to 
an isolation ward in Birgunj. 

“Some of  the patients fled to the 

fields and refused health check-ups. 
We convinced them to return home 
and get themselves tested,” Sah told 
the Post over the phone. 

According to him, health workers 
have distributed medicines to the 
patients.

In Jagarnathpur, 11 people have 
died of  Covid-19 complications in 
recent months. A 35-year-old Covid-19 
infected man from Jagarnathpur-1 
died in the course of  treatment at 
Narayani Hospital on Tuesday morn-
ing. 

According to Dr Saroj Roshan Das, 
the coordinator at the Covid-19 ward 
in Narayani Hospital, the deceased 
man was admitted to the hospital on 
May 4. “The man had no other ail-
ments but was suffering from severe 
pneumonia caused by Covid-19,” said 
Das.

According to the rural municipal 
office, seven of  the 11 deceased were 
from the same settlement and four of  
them had undergone PCR tests.

The local people of  the municipality 
are now demanding mass testing but 
the authorities are yet to address their 
demands.

“The local unit has yet to conduct a 
mass testing of  coronavirus suspects. 
People here still don’t know much 
about the coronavirus since the local 
body did not run any awareness cam-
paigns,” said Shrikanta Yadav of  
Jagarnathpur-3. “Since there is wide-
spread ignorance regarding the pan-
demic, the infected are deprived of  
treatment and medicines.”

Similarly, scores of  people have 
been suffering from fever in 
Badhnihar and other surrounding set-
tlements in Parsagadhi Municipality. 
Senior health officials are concerned, 
as the fever patients are taking antibi-
otics from the local clinics under the 

impression that they are suffering 
from typhoid.

Buddhi Raj Paudel of  Badhnihar in 
Parsagadhi suffered from a fever last 
week. He took paracetamol for three 
days but the medicine had no effect. 
He went to a local private clinic and 
did a blood test. 

“I am taking antibiotics after the 
blood test confirmed I had typhoid,” 
said Paudel, who is also a local trader. 
“There is hardly any house in 
Badhnihar and its vicinity who are 
not suffering from fever.”

Health workers, however, are con-
cerned that the local people might 
have contracted Covid-19 and not 
typhoid. 

“Many people in Badhnihar and 
other settlements are suffering from 
fever and cough. Typhoid, a water-
borne disease, does not spread in such 
a way. We suggested local health work-
ers provide medicines and follow the 
health security protocols of  coronavi-
rus disease,” said Chandra Bhusan 
Singh, the medical officer at 
Bageshwori Health Post in 
Parsagadhi-6.

According to Ramu Sharma, a local 
resident of  Badhnihar, three villagers 
have died of  Covid-19 since April this 
year and five others are in ventilators 
now. 

“The villagers suffering from fever 
for the past few days think they have 
typhoid. But it is not clear whether 
they are merely suffering from 
typhoid or have contracted Covid-19. 
The authorities concerned are yet to 
conduct tests for Covid-19 in the area,” 
said Sharma. 

Kameshwor Chaurasiya, chief  at 
the District Health Office, did not 
want to comment on the health situa-
tion of  Jagarnathpur and other settle-
ments despite repeated requests.
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